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MASS INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER 4-9 
Tues.  7:00 a.m. (Parkersburg)  Carlita Hosch   �
Wed. 8:00 a.m (Dike L ibrary) Duane Manderfield 
Thurs 7:00 a.m. (Reinbeck) Regis & Barb Arp  
Fri.      7:00 a.m. (Grundy Center) Paul Buck 
            7:00 p.m. (Parkersburg) For the People  
Sat.      8:00 a.m. (Grundy Center)   For the People  
            5:00 p.m. (Grundy Center) Eldon & Mary Rouse 
Sun.     8:00 a.m. (Reinbeck)   Louis W Bereczki 
          10:00 a.m. (Parkersburg) For the People 
 

From the Pastor  
This week I received an email message from a reporter at the Waterloo Courier asking if there has been any local “stir” over the upcoming release of the 

movie “The Golden Compass.”  I replied that there has not been much said among our local church leaders, but that I planned to write our parishioners about it 
and to discourage attendance.  

“The Golden Compass” is a movie, starring Nicole Kidman and Daniel Craig, developed from one of a trilogy of novels written by Phillip Pullman.  Pullman 
is an atheist who openly expresses his hostility towards organized religion.  “Wherever you see organized religion, and priesthoods and power, you see cruelty and 
tyranny and repression.  It’s almost a universal law.”  What a nice guy!  He was quoted in the Washington Post as saying that through his work he is “trying to 
undermine the basis of Christian belief.”  Pullman incorporates a fictitious version of the Church which plays a central and negative role in his trilogy.   The novels 
take a harsh view of the church, which is called the Magisterium and is depicted as an oppressive institution that appears to have fallen for the Authority©s ruse.  
The church©s minions are the books© principal villains, who are obsessed with a substance called Dust, which is connected to original sin. They are not above 
kidnapping and performing experiments on innocent children.  British columnist Peter Hitchens has dubbed him "the most dangerous author in Britain." 

For more information visit http://www.catholic.org/national/national_story.php?id=26048 for an editorial.  Please do not support this movie and by all means 
DO NOT buy the books.  Encourage your friends and family members to boycott this anti-Catholic work as well. 

Other items: 
·  Please pray for our confirmation candidates and team members as they participate in a retreat this weekend at Parkersburg.  
·  Don’t miss the communal penance service today (Sunday) at 4 pm.  Sandwiches and soup to follow. 
·  This afternoon (Sunday) I’ll be offering the “message” for the holiday service at the funeral home in Grundy Center.  On Friday I’ll be offering the 

opening prayer and reflection at Timothy Christian School in Wellsburg.  These are good opportunities to visit with folks beyond our parish. 
·  Please remember to abstain from receiving from the chalice if you are ill.  Children may need a reminder.  Those who are ill may not want 

to extend the sign of peace or physical greeting during Mass.  Don’ t be offended if someone simply waves.  Lastly, antibacterial liquids are 
available on all credence tables in case a Communion minister has need prior to distribution. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Forgiveness This Sunday, December 2 at 4 pm at St. Patrick, Parkersburg five priests will be present to celebrate God’s mercy with us in 
confession.  Refreshments will be served afterward.  One of the six precepts of the church is to confess one’s sins at least once each year.  Why not 
be unburdened by the guilt of sin, assisted by the counsel of another, and strengthened by God’s grace?  It’s free and powerful! 
 

Bible Study will meet at 6 pm this Sunday, December 2, St. Patrick, Parkersburg to discuss Lesson 8. 
 

HS Youth Night will be 7 pm on Dec 5 at the high school in Dike.  Carpools leave from Sacred Heart, Queen of Heaven & St. Patrick at 6:30 pm. 
 

First Communion Families First Penance will be at 6:30 pm December 4 at Sacred Heart, Grundy Center. 
 

Scr iptural Rosary will be Monday, December 3, 6 pm at Marge Buck’s home, 605 8th Street, Grundy Center.  All are welcome.  
 

Holy Day Saturday, December 8 is the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, a holy day of obligation.  This is the patronal feast for our nation, so it 
remains a day of obligation even though it falls on Saturday.  Masses will be offered Fri, Dec 7 at 7 pm in Parkersburg and Sat, Dec 8 at 8 am in Grundy Center. 
 

MS Youth Night will be 7 pm on Dec 12 at the elementary school in Reinbeck.  Carpools will leave from Sacred Heart, DNH HS Parking lot in 
Dike and St. Patrick at 6:30 pm. 
 

Poinsettias If you would like to donate a poinsettia to decorate our churches for Christmas please fill out Christmas Poinsettia/Plant form (found in 
the back of each church) with the names of the loved ones you would like to remember and place $10 per plant in the envelope.  Place the envelope 
in the collection basket.  These individuals will be prayed for at the Christmas Masses. 
 

Adopt A Family All sites are working with Operation Threshold. Please take an ornament off the bulletin board or tree and return it to the church by Dec 19.  
 

RCIA meets on Monday, December 3 at 7 pm in the church at Parkersburg.  Topic will be “Death, Judgment, Heaven, Hell” .  
 

Mission Coop Thanks for your donations to our annual mission coop appeal.  Our parish contributed $1,719 to the missions in Ghana. 
 



Confessions &  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on Tuesday, December 11 from 6-6:55 pm at St. Patrick, Parkersburg.  Come 
and express your love for Jesus in this quiet time of prayer and meditation.  Parish council meets afterward. 
 

Adult Faith Enr ichment Our parish is offering another opportunity for adult faith enrichment.  A video presentation will begin after opening 
prayer of Faith Formation (at 6:30 pm).  After watching the video, participants will have an opportunity for informal discussion, concluding by 7:45 
pm, when Faith Formation for students is completed.  Videos will be viewed in the church sacristy at Grundy Center and in the church in 
Parkersburg. The video at Grundy Center will focus on the Advent.The video at Parkersburg will begin a series on the history of the church, and 
this first one considers the foundation of the church up to the Middle Ages.  Mardel Brockett will be the coordinator at Grundy Center.  Al & Pat 
Burrage will coordinate at Parkersburg.  Adult parishioners are welcome at anytime.   
 

Card Party for our parish will be held on Thursday, December 13 at 6:30 pm at St. Patrick, Parkersburg. 
 

Concert The various churches of Parkersburg are sponsoring another Candlelight Christmas Carol Sing for Sunday, December 2 at 6:30 pm.   
 

Christmas Choir practice for the 9 am Mass at Reinbeck, Christmas day will be held after the 8 am Mass on Dec 2.  Future rehearsals will likely take place after 
the 8 am Sunday Mass as well throughout the month.  Everyone welcome to join. 
 

Communal Penance Services scheduled in our area: St. Paul, Traer—Dec 5, 6:30 pm; St. Stephen the Witness Student Center, Cedar Falls—Dec 
5, 9 pm; Sacred Heart, Waterloo—Dec 9, 2 pm; Blessed Sacrament, W’ loo—Dec 16, 4 pm. 
 

Faith Formation Students In response to an accident at one of our sites the board of education decided to implement a new drop off and pick up 
procedure for faith formation students.  In Parkersburg you will need to walk your children in grades K-6 to the CCD center when dropping them 
off and you will need to pick them up in the CCD center at the end of the session.  In Grundy Center you will need to walk you children in grades 
K-8 into the church and you will need to pick them up in the basement social hall area at the end of the session.  Due to many safety concerns we 
will not allow children to leave the CCD center or social hall until a parent or older sibling is there to pick them up. 
 

Music M inistry  If you would like to assist with music ministry at the 4 pm Christmas Eve Mass at Parkersburg.  Practices will take place Sundays 
after 10 am Mass.  Youth are encouraged to participate as well - vocal or instrumental.  Contact Kathy Hosch for more details. 
 

Thanks to the sponsors of our religious calendars:  Heartland Windows (Larry & Carolyn Ricke) & Tuve Investments (John & Bev Tuve), 
Parkersburg; Morris Inn Steakhouse (Tom & Kelly McLean), Reinbeck; Engelkes Abels Funeral Home (Harry Dole), Dike & Grundy Center. 
 

Rides  If you need a ride to Mass, please contact the parish office or one of the following:  Dale/Mary McIntyre 788-2827; Max/Rosanne Girres 824-6420; 
Joe/Connie Becker 989-2405.  We will coordinate such transportation to the new church as well when it is completed.  If you would like to provide rides to Mass, 
let us know at the parish office. 
 

Women Foresters will meet 10 am on Saturday, Dec 15, at Laurie Folkedahl’s home, Grundy Center.  Please bring 2 dozen cookies and a gift to exchange. 
 

St. Mary's Altar  Society will meet at the home of Ilene Bernhardt (309 E State Street) in Dike on Thursday, December 13 at 7 pm.  Bring a $5 
gift/ornament to exchange if you wish. 
 

Hospital Bed available to anyone in need.  Has electronic controls for head and feet ends.  Contact Fr. Quint if interested. 
 

Results The Knights of Columbus State Soccer Challenge was held recently in Pella.  We had 3 participants from our area attend and they did very well: Nicole 
Adair won first place girls age 10; Tessa Dall won third place girls age 11; Anthony Woodley won third place boys age 11.  Congratulations! 
 

School Delays or  Cancellations When school is delayed or canceled at the church having daily Mass/prayer service, the Mass/prayer service will 
be canceled.  Likewise, when any of the schools in our parish has an early dismissal  or cancellation, on a Wednesday, due to inclement weather 
there will be no FF/CCD classes at all sites (including parish youth groups).  Watch KWWL channel 7 for other information regarding cancellations 
during inclement weather, especially on the weekend. 
 

" Why do Catholics do that?”  is a question you may have been asked, or asked yourself. Refresh your knowledge by attending Adult Catechism. Our next 
meeting is Monday, Dec 10 from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM at St. Patrick, Parkersburg. Our topic will be "Receiving the Holy Spirit" taken from Chapter 9 of United 
States Catholic Catechism for Adults. Every session is unique.  For questions or comments, call/e-mail Becky & Greg Lievens at 319-347-2497 email: 
lievensfamily@hotmail.com. 
 

�� � � � � � � � � �� 	�� �
 � �� �� 
 �
� � � � � � �� � � �� � � � � 
 � �� � �

� � � � � � � � �� �
� �
 � �� �� � �

� � � � � � � � �� �
� �� � �� �� � �

� � � � � � � � �� �
� � �� � �� �� 
 �

� � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � �	 � �� � � � � � � � � � � �
 	 � � � � � � � � � � �� �� � 	 	 �
� � � 	 � � � � ��  �� � ! � � �� �� ! � � �! � " �� � � � � #� 
 
 �� �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � �� �� � 	 	 �
$ 	 � � � � � �� � � � � %� � � � �#� � � � � � &�' �� � ��� � � � � � � �� � ( � 	 	 � � � � �#� � � � � �
� �� �� 	 � � � � &� ' � � � �&�� � �� �� #� � 
 �� � ��� � � � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � � �� �� " � � � �
� )�� #� � � � �� �� " � � � � 
 � � �* � �
 � � � � ! �� � � �
 	 � � � � � � � � � � � �� �#� � � � 	 	 �
* � �� �� +++++++++++++++++++++++� � � � � � � �� � � 	 � �� � � � 
 � � 	 �� �� � � � 	 � � � � � �� � � �#� � � ' � � �
� � ' ' � � �� � � +++++++++++++++++++++++� � � ��� �� � � � � �� � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � #� 	 � �� � � �� � ! � � �� ��
� � � � 	 � � � �&� � � � � � � � � � � � �%�� �� �, �� � � � �%� � � � � ( � � � � � �
 � �� � � �� � ' ��� � � �  �- � � � �� � �� � ' ��� �
� �)	 � � � � � � �� �� � �� � � �� � ' ��� � � � � ��� �� � � �. /� � � � � � � � � � � �
 � �� � � �� � ' ��� � 0�� � ���� �! �� � � �� � � � � �� � �� � ' ��� �
� � � 	 � � �1� ! � - � � � � �� � � � � �� � ' ��� � %� 	� � �� � � � � � � � 	 �2 �� � � � ' � � � � � ��#� � � � � � �
� � � 	 � � �3� #� 	 � �� � � � �� � ! � � �� �� � � ��� �� � � � � �� � � +++++++++++++++++++++++� 
 	 � � �� � �&� " � �

 � � " � � � � � � � �� �� � �� � � � 2 � 	 � � � �&� � �� � � � � � � � � �� �� � � � 	 � %� " �� �#� � � � � �

 � � " � � � � � � � � �* � ))� � ��  �� � � � � � � � � $' ��� �
 � �� � � � � � � � � � �� � ! � � �� ��
4 � � � � � � � ))�#� � � � � � � �� � �! � �� � � � � � ��� � � � � �* � � � � � � �� � �- ����� ' � �
4 � � � � � � � � �#� � � � � � � ��  �� � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � �� � � �- ����� ' � �
� � " � � 	 �- � � � 	 � � +++++++++++++++++++++++� � ��� � �
 � � 	 � � 0�� �� �� �� � � � �! � " �� � � � � � �� �� � � � �� �#� � � � � �

 � � � �� 	 � � � � � � 	 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � ' �! � �� � � � � � ��� � 0�� � � 5�&� � � �� �� � � � 	 � � � � � �
 � � ( � � � � � �



 


