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MASS INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY 15-20

Tues. 7:00 am. (Parkersburg) Prayer Service
Wed. NO SERVICE
Thurs 7:00 am. (Reinbeck) Prayer Service

Fri. ~ 7:00 am. (Grundy Center) Rosary

Sat.  5:00 p.m. (Grundy Center) Eldon & Mary Rouse

Sun.  8:00 am. (Reinbeck) Louis W. Bereczki
10:00 a.m. (Parkersburg) For the People

From the Pastor

On Wednesday church leaders met with the general contractor for about 4 hoursto receive an update of progresson St. Gabriel Churchandto
addressvarious matters. With theinstallation of the 8 inch water line past our church we now have accessto water for the contractorsaswell asthe
required availability for fire protection. By Tuesday the foundation walls should be completed. Steel isbeing fabricated for the church and the pre-
cast concrete will soon be placed. Then the lower level will be closed in and the ground heated so that fill work can be finished there and the
flooring poured.

Unfortunately thereisalarge quantity of water that still flows underground at the site. Pumps continueto drainitaway. Planscontinueto be
developed to address the situation through additional placement of tile and the erection of 2 sump pits.

The brick has now been chosen by the Project Committee and Liturgical Space Committee. The general field brick isreddishin color, the
soldier trim brick isadark maroon, and the Flemish accent brick isareddish purple. They make abeautiful combination and |ook much better than
my simpledescription. Entry doorswill match the windowswhich are sandstone (tan) in color. The committees narrowed choices of shinglesand
will finalize that selection at our next meeting. We received a sample cupboard that is oak in material. These will be utilized in the lower level
kitchen and cupboards upstairsin the office, coffee bar, vesting sacristy and working sacristy. The statues of the Sacred Heart and Blessed Mother
at Grundy Center (in storage currently) will be touched up and utilized in the devotional space. A parishioner has agreed to craft carts for our
missals so that these need not be stored in the pews and make amess. Another parishioner will construct a portabl e tablefor the narthex that can be
used for bulletins and other handouts (similar to the one at St. Patrick).

I think thisinformation brings you up-to-date. May Jesus, Mary and Joseph continue to guide our effortsand may St. Gabriel intercedefor our
progress.

Other items:

Remember to pray for those discerning a call to priesthood or religious life during this month.

In our deanery, our parish had the highest percentage of catechists at the recent in-service. We'll done!

The Christmas season ends today with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord. Feel free to take a poinsettia home after Mass.

I’m headed on vacation with my priest classmates. The Y ahtzee trophy islong overdue for an appearancein lowa! Please contact our
parish secretary Liz at the office or at her homein case of emergency 319 824-3590. Msgr. Steimel will be here next weekend to celebrate
Masses. Thanksto everyone who helps parish life move along in my absence.

Watching 250 of our parishioners assemble the 22,000 meals for the Kids Against Hunger Project was very moving. Y our generous
service and contributions are appreciated. Financial giftscan till be made by writing “ Africa” on an envelope. Thusfar weraised $2100
of the $3800 goal. Special thanksto Rick Nillesfor organizing the event.

Sue Hayek was the winner of the last parish 500 card party.

ThisFriday is 100" anniversary of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan 18-25). Thankfully weenjoy awonderful relationship with
most of the churches of our area through common prayer, service, and worship. Please continue to pray that our differences might be
reconciled and that we unite fully one day as followers of Jesus, feasting at the Eucharistic table together.

Scriptural Rosary on Mon, Jan 7. Join fellow Catholics as we pray the scriptural rosary 7 pm at Queen of Heaven, Reinbeck. All are welcome.

RCIA does not meet this week or next week.
Faith Formation will resume Wednesday, January 16, with regular sessions at both sites.

HSYouth Night isthisWed, January 16 at 7 pmin Reinbeck at the Elementary School. Carpoolswill meet at Sacred Heart, St. Patrick, and Dike-
New Hartford High School parking lot in Dike at 6:30 pm.

Parish L ife Committee meets on Tuesday, Jan 15 at 7 pm at Grundy Center. New faces are always welcome as we plan fun activitiesto foster
community inour parish. Thismeetingwill focuson preparationsfor the Family Fun Night at the UNI Wellness Center. Our neighborsto the east
at the parishes of La Porte City, Eagle Center, and Traer will be joining us for this fun event.




UNI Family Fun Night will be Saturday, Feb 2, beginning with Massat 5 pm. Thisyear the event will be held at the UNI Recreational Center and
includes access to the leisure pool, racquetball, basketball, and volleyball courts and climbing wall, as well as card playing (500) and other fun
activities. Bring a snack to share. Pizza and pop will be provided. That evening there will be no 5 pm Massin Grundy Center.

Burns Donovan Foundation Thankfully our parish received grant money again from this generous charity. Fundswill be used to purchaseyouth
games to enhance Biblical knowledge, Catholic Y outh Bibles for our confirmation candidates, and an icon of St. Gabriel.

Respect L ife January 22 has been designated by the U.S. Bishopsasa“particular day of penance for violationsto the dignity of the human person
committed through acts of abortion, and of prayer for thefull restoration of thelegal guarantee of theright tolife.” Wemust be especially vigilant
and prayerful about life issues as politicians further erode the inherent rights of the innocent. Join fellow parishioners for a prayer service that
morning at 7 am at St. Patrick in Parkersburg or for the rosary that night at 6:30 pm at Sacred Heart in Grundy Center.

School Delaysor CancellationsWhen school isdelayed or canceled at the church having daily Mass/prayer service, the Mass/prayer servicewill
be canceled. Likewise, when any of the schoolsin our parish has an early dismissal or cancellation, on a Wednesday, due to inclement weather
therewill beno FF/CCD classes at all sites (including parish youth groups). Watch KWWL channel 7 for other information regarding cancellations
during inclement weather, especially on the weekend.

Hospitalized Health care providers no longer notify the parish when you are admitted. Therefore, when you are hospitalized please contact the
parish office. We can place you on the prayer chain and try to provide avisit.

Rides If you need aride to Mass, please contact the parish office or one of the following: DaeMary Mclntyre 788-2827; Max/Rosanne Girres 824-6420;
Joe/Connie Becker 989-2405. Wewill coordinate such trangportation to the new church aswdl whenitiscompleted. If youwouldliketo provideridesto Mass
let usknow & the parish office.

Waterloo Deanery Council of Catholic Women will be having their 2nd quarterly meeting Monday, January 21. Massor aprayer servicewill be
at 11:30 am. at Blessed Sacrament in the Putz Hall. For lunch, you are asked to bring a salad or dessert to share and soup will be provided at the
cost of $2.00 The meeting will follow lunch.

The Catholic Worker House at 321 8" St, Waterloo will celebrate Mass on Mon, Jan 21, at 7pm. All are welcome to attend.

Worldwide M arriage Encounter Intoday’sreading Paul sends greetingsto those who have been consecrated in Christ Jesus. Y our marriagewas
consecrated on your wedding day. Take time to reflect, renew and re-energize your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend.
Upcoming weekends are Feb 8-10, Cedar Falls and May 30-June 2, Dubuque. Call Roger and Marsha Luensmann for more info 563/927-4352.

Martha & Mary Women's Conferencewill be held on Saturday, February 16 at the Grand River Center, Dubuque, lowa. Speakers will be
Kimberly Hahn, Sr. Sarah Burdick and Fr. Anthony Brankin plus sacred music, lunch, spiritual direction, Catholic vendors, Reconciliation and
Mass. The day aso includes teen / young adult sessions. Conference brochures are available in the back of all church sites.

Chrisgtian Experience Weekends Who is God? Why is he important? What place should he have in my life? What can | do to improve that
relationship? Join other men and women in their search while attending a Christian Experience Weekend. Women gather Feb 1-3; men Feb 22-24
at Don Bosco in Gilbertville. Registrations forms available in back of all church sites.

NoMatter How You Slicelt —1t IsGood For Y ou American Martyrs Retreat House, Cedar Falls, invitesyouto participatein a‘working retreat’.
“Before we can pass on the faith and mission of the church to the next generation we must oursel ves know what we believe and be committed to the
life and mission of the church.” Come for atime to reflect, discuss and act. January 25-27. For more information, contact the parish office.
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