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10:00 am. (Parkersburg) For the People

From the Pastor

On Thursday Brian Topping, head of the Archdiocesan Office of Pastoral Planning, came to visit with me. He has taken the place of Sr.
Mary Montgommery who retired last year. The primary focus of this office has shifted from formulating clusters and mergers of parishes to
sustaining these arrangements and helping to cultivate strong leaders. Brian asked many good questions about how our process of clustering and
merging proceeded. He commended usfor our creativity, progressive spirit, and leadership. Our parish has definitely become amodel for other
areas of thearchdiocese. No doubt for many yearsto come, wewill belooked to for guidance and direction. Keysto our successwhich | indicated
to Brianincluded our young people who bonded quickly, our principles of rotation, our commitment to shareinformation, our leaderswho desired
to be proactive, and our combined effortsto socialize, learn, and worship together. Over the yearsour parish staff hasstrivento foster the common
good of all parishioners even when inconvenient or personally demanding.

Thanksfor keeping the broader visionin your sights and risking something new and different asachurch. We have stepped outside of our
comfort zonesto discover an even more fruitful manner of uniting as Catholics. Whilewe may still hold some anxieties about the future, God never
fails to bless those who sacrifice in his name. May Jesus, Mary and Joseph continue to intercede for us.

Other items:
Now that the updating has been completed at therectory in Parkersburg, that will bemy principal residence, with parish officesremaining
in Grundy Center. 1'll also have abed at the parish office (former rectory) at Grundy Center and sleep there occasionally. My cellular
phone number islisted on the answering machine at the parish office should an urgent matter arise.
This year several former pastors of our area will celebrate special anniversaries of priesthood: Fr. Don Weydert 65 years; Fr. Jack
Kisdling 55 years; Fr. Ken Stecher 40 years. Congratulations! They will be honored on May 12 at the Priests' Holy Hour at Loras College.
Over 40 of our students participated at our high school youth night. We considered stereotypes and discrimination. Studentsalso heard
their peers describe various activities that will be held this summer including Christian Leadership Institute July 6-11, Twin Lakes
Manson, IA or July 20-25 Newton, |A, Catholics in Action, July 17-19 Cedar Falls, |A and Serve ‘N Slide July 23-24 Waverly, 1A.
Seniors still have 1 opportunity to participate in a Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) retreat, April 12-14, Calmar, |A. We're also seeking
candidates to serve on the Archdiocesan Y outh Commission. Thanksto our catechists ,our drivers, and those who provide treats.
The statues of the Sacred Heart and Blessed M other that werein storage at Grundy Center have been taken to Dubuque to be refurbished
for the new church.
On Saturday | taught 25 participantsinthe L ay L eader sof Prayer training offered by the Archdiocese. Janine Whippsfrom our parishis
inthisgroup. We're grateful for her ministry and leadership.

Holy Family Parish Pie of the M onth Silent Auction Fundraiser ‘ Get your dlice of the piedy submitting abid for a scrumptious home-made
pie, baked for you each month, beginningin May. Y es, folks, that isabid for avariety of 12 piesthroughout the year! Imagine apple, Frenchsilk,
cherry, pecan...yum! Place your bid on sheetsfound in the back of each church site. Lucky winner(s) will be announced at the conclusion of the
Parish Pancake Breakfast in Reinbeck on Sunday, April 6. Proceeds to benefit the St. Gabriel building project.

Parish Council meetson Tuesday, April 8a 7 pmat Grundy Center. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and confessionstake placebeforehand beginning at 6
pminthe church. All parishionersare welcome.

Scriptural Rosary 7 pm on Monday, April 7 at Sacred Heart, Grundy Center. All are welcome.

Baptism Preparation session will be held on Monday, April 7 at 7 pm in Parkersburg for parents expecting the birth and baptism of their first
child. Please contact Fr. Quint to register.

Stewardship for March: Adult Envelope Contributions $ 20,462.00 Y ear to Date Contributions $180,545.65
Monthly Budgeted Amount ~ $ 21,458.00 Y ear to Date Budgeted Amount  $ 193,126.00

L et'sBowl together on Sunday, April 13 at 4 pmat the bowling alley in Grundy Center (1602 G Ave - near post office onwest end). Eachgameis
only $2 and shoes are $1. Pizza and pop provided by the parish afterward at the alley around 5:30. All ages welcome as well as friends.

Thank you for your generosity to several recent Archdiocesan collections, including $1,245 to Religious Retirement, $1,505 to Spring 3-in-1, $609
to Rice Bowl. $366 was donated to Birthright through Souper of Caring and $150 was donated to the Holy Lands from Good Friday contributions




Papal Mass
Pope Benedict XVI will soon visit the United States. HisMassin Washington D.C. will be broadcast live
here at our parish on Thursday, April 17 at 9 aminthe church hall, Grundy Center. Make plansto join us
for the “big screen” presentation.
Please pray for afruitful visit.
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St. Mary Altar Society will meet 7 pm Thursday, April 10, at the Dike Library. All are welcome to attend.

Boar d of Education Dueto expiring terms, there are currently 2 spots open on the parish Board of Education. The board meets5 timesayear to
discuss mattersregarding the spiritual formation of our students and adults. Membersare el ected to a3 year term. If you have any questions about
the openings or would be interested in serving please contact Lyndsay at the office.

Middle School Y outh Night will be held on Wednesday, April 16 at 7 pmin Reinbeck at the Elementary Multi-purpose room. It will be our final
M Syouth night of theyear. Carpoolswill meet at St. Patrick, Parkersburg, Sacred Heart Grundy Center, and the Dike-New Hartford High School
parking lot at 6:30 pm.

Confirmation Our next session will be Sunday, April 13 at 6 pmin Grundy Center. Please bring your ministry log of service hoursand journals.
Y our ministry log and journals are due May 16.

Knights of Columbuswarmly welcome new members. Catholic gentlemenwho are at least 18 yearsold. Contact Fr. Quint or Rod Brockett 788-
0020 for details about how to join this worthy group.

Faith Formation Service Project at Grundy Center Aswe look back on the successful Kids Against Hunger service project we see where the
Holy Family Parish has worked to honor one of the corporal acts of mercy ‘ To feed the hungry; “ For | was hungry and you gave meto eat.” Mt.
25:35'. Wewould liketo honor asecond act of mercy for the end of the year service project on April 30, 6:30-8 pm, by visitingthe sick; ‘ To visit
thesick “...I wassick and you cared for me...” Mt. 25:36’. We are working closely with the Grundy County Memorial Hospital to accomplish
this. In addition, we will be working at Holy Family Parish for the preparation of the sale of the property. Contact Rick Nilles at
renilles@iowatelecom.net or Jan Onnen at jonnen@yahoo.com with questions or if you can assist. Information and permission dlips were sent
home at Faith Formation last week.

April isChild Abuse Prevention M onth

Listen to Your Children This summer, when your children are out of school and on different schedul es, meeting new people and going to
new places, make sure that you talk to them about their experiences and the people they@e met. Listen carefully to your children. If
possible, observe and get to know the other children and adults who are part of your children®summertime fun. Above all, communicate
your safety concernsto your children. Make sure they know that they can come to you with any concerns they may have about the people
they interact with. And if you hear of or observe behaviors that may be inappropriate, make sure to communicate your feelings to people
who are in a position to intervene. Communication is key to creating and maintaining a safe environment all year round.

Lay Formation Would you like to grow in the Catholic Faith? Mason City, will host a new group of adults to begin Lay Formation for the
Archdiocese in September of 2008. Attend an information meeting Tuesday, April 15 from 7:30 - 9 pm at Waterloo, Central Middle School 1350
Katoski Drive, Phone: 319-433-2100. Room location: right inside door. Building entrance: outside entrance on side of building. Contact Person:
ArnitaNobles 319-433-2119. For further information, contact the Office of Lay Formation at 800-876-3546.
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